Egyptian Journal of Aquatic Biology & Fisheries

Zoology Department, Faculty of Science,

Ain Shams University, Cairo, Egypt.

ISSN 1110 - 6131 Vol. 21(2): 63-66 (2017) %4\

www.ejabf.js.iknito.com \@/  Egyptian Journél
/% 0f
é: Aquatic Biology
"__ And

/ Fisheries
_ ﬁ_ﬁ; _

A first Record of Aulopareia unicolor (Valenciennes, 1837) (Family: Gobiidae) in

the Mediterranean Sea, Egypt.

El Sayed Haroun, Kh. Akel * and Samir, |I. Rizkalla

Fishery Biology Lab, National Institute of Ocearaginy and Fisheries, Kait-Bey, Alexandria, Egypt.

*Correspondence to El Sayed Haroun Kh. Akel, Figh&iology Lab, National Institute of
Oceanography and Fisheries, Kait Bey, AlexandrigjdE E-mail: akeldraly@yahoo.com

ARTICLE INFO
ArticleHistory:

Received: Mar. 2017

Accepted: Apr. 2017

Available online: May017

Keywords:

Gobiidae
Aulopareia unicolor
Morphometry

New record
Mediterranean Sea

ABSTRACT

The Gobiid speciesAulopareia unicolor (Valenciennes,
1837) (Family: Gobiidae) has not been known frone th
Mediterranean waters. Our presently recorded fosliftwo
specimens from Port Said and six from Damiettapmctthe
geographical distribution of this species to thedierranean
Sea. The morphometric analyses of this species wemrded
in the Egyptian Mediterranean waters.

INTRODUCTION

Gobiid fishes (Suborder: Gobioidei) are charactstiby the maximum species

diversity among all recent Teleostei, and theyramesented in the world fauna by
approximately 300 genera and 2000 species; the species number increased
progressively with each year (Eschmeyer, 2016)yHremarine and brackisfishes.
Many are popular aquarium fishéghis species is distributed in China, Hong Kong,
Indonesia and Thailan®elvic fins are fused into an adhesive disayell developed
specimens cycloid or ctenoid scales are alwayseptéBo 50 cm maximum length;
most species are below 10 cm. The smallest fighései world belong to this family.
Typically they are nest spawners with non-spheriegyis guarded by the male.
Mediterranean gobies (Gobiidae) inhabit many emwirents, from the shoreline
down to a depth of more than 300 m. Most of the species lead a benthic life; however,
some are free swimming (pelagic). Mostly they m@ine in shallow coastal waters
and around coral reefs. Most of them are cryptittdno dwelling carnivores of small
benthic invertebrates; others are planktivoresv.fishbase.org,10/20)6 Patzner
(2016) mentioned that Gobiidae consists of more than 28 with nearly 2,000
species and heecorded 30 genera including 63 species valid spean the
Mediterranean Sedhe objective ofthis article is to redescrib&ulopareia unicolor
from the new recorded locations; Port Said and B#mi
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MATRIALSAND METHODS

L ocation:
Off Port Said at depth 15- 20 m (31° 22" 21.43, 32° 15 35.84"" E) and
off Damietta at depth 50 m (31° 32' 64" N, 31°G3"E), (Fig.1).

Mediterranean Sea

Damietta

Y. Port Said

Collection of specimens:

From Port Said, the first specimen/aflopareia unicolor (12.5 cm total length,
and 8 g total weight) was collected on 23/8/201 thmnee specimens (7 — 13 cm total
length and 5.07 g average weight) on 10/11/201€rl.an 22/2/2017, six specimens
(13- 14 cm total length, 13.1 g average weight)enmensllected from a commercial
bottom trawler operated off Damietta. The specimereye preserved in 10%
formalin. The identification of this species wasril out according to Miller (1986)
and Kottelatt al., (1993).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Aulopareia unicolor had not recorded before in the Mediterranean Seaye
propose it is introduced by ballast water of slupas aquarium fishes.
Description:

The Body is elongate and has dorsolateral eyes mathow inter orbital and
rounded cheeks. Two nostrils are present on edehaithe snout. First dorsal fin ray
with flexible spines are separated from the seawrdal. Number of first dorsal fin is
6 rays. Number of second dorsal fin is 11 rays. 3éeond ray of the*1dorsal fin is
larger than the first and third rays. Number oflaags is 11. There is a membrane
between the successive rays that is characteriggadsence of black spot. A black
spot present above the operculum. Pelvic fins fm@pine and five branched rays
typically united into suctorial disk. There are ddadots on the scales in the belly
region. Caudal fin is rounded and separated fr8hd@rsal and anal fins. Scales are
ctenoid that are arranged in rhomboid shape obdldg. Three lines on the gill cover;
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one curved under the eye and the two other lires@arly parallel beneath. The body
colour is greyish brown (Fig. 2 A and B). Moreovdgble (1) shows the
morphometric measurements of the first specimehedeld from Port Said on
23/8/2016.
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Fig.2 (A and B): Aulopareia unicolor collected from Port Said on 23/8/2016.

Table (1): Morphometric characters éfulopareia unicolor from Egyptian Mediterranean waters
(off Port Said).

Morphometric characters (cm) %

Total length: 12.5 cm.

Standard length: 9.6 cm.

Eye diameter 14.3 H.L.
Inter Orbital distance 33.3 H.L.
Length of lower jaw 28.6 H.L.
Length of upper jaw 28.6 H.L.
Head length 21.9 St.L.
Pre First Dorsal fin length 34.4 St.L.
Pre Second dorsal fin length 51.0 St.L.
Pre Anal fin length 57.3 St. L.
Distance between D1 and D2 6.3 St. L.
Pre Pectoral fin length 20.8 St L.
Pectoral fin length 13.5St. L.
Pre ventral fin 31.3 St.L.
Ventral fin length 12.5 St.L.
Anal fin length 12.5 St.L.
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