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ABSTRACT
The elephant-snout fish Mormyrus kannume is one of the known interesting fish
in the most interesting man-made lake in Egypt (Lake Nasser). Due to the global
conservatory objectives and lake management, this species won scientific and
commercial interest as there were no sufficient or recent studies on this species. The
present work aimed to study the growth pattern of the elephant-snout fish (M.
kannume) from Lake Nasser, Egypt via length-weight relationship, condition factor,
growth in age and growth parameters. A total of 645 specimens were monthly collected
from the commercial landing sites (Aswan, Garf Hussein and Abu Simbel harbours)
from November 2017 to December 2018. The investigations illustarted a wide range of
length from 15.3 to 77.5 cm (TL), with an average of 36.3±7.0 cm and a total weight
(W) ranging from 25.2 to 2882.5 g, with an average of 360.3±278.6. The length-weight
relationship showed negative allometric growth for males, females, and combined
sexes. The absolute condition (Kc) showed a higher value during February
(0.74±0.06) for males and during April (0.72±0.06), May (0.72±0.09) and July
(0.72±0.06) for females. For C. sexes, the highest value was recorded during February
(0.72±0.06). The lower Kc was during August for males, females and C. sex. In
general, the conditions were located under ―1‖ along the year and recorded an annual
average of 0.68±0.072, 0.69±0.70 and 0.68±0.075 for males, females and C. sexes
respectively. By using opercula reading, the life span/ growth rings of M.
kannume were calculated as ten years with a mean length of 17.3, 26.64, 35.11, 42.98,
49.56, 55.91, 61.5, 65.82, 69.66 and 72.54 cm TL, for each age groups from one to ten
respectively. The von Bertalanffy growth constants were computed as L∞= 89.91 cm
TL, K = 0.16 year-1, and to = −0.91. The growth performance index (ϕ) was 3.11 and
the longevity of age (t max) was 18.56 years. In spite of the presence of negative
allometric growth combined with the lower value of conditions than ―1‖ which may be
affected by food and spawning, the others such as aging, growth performance, and age
longevity have reflected a satisfied growth pattern in this lake and are valuable for
creating a monitoring and management system for M. kannumein Lake Nasser
recommending its conservation with require to more studies

INTRODUCTION
Mormyrids are endemic in African Rivers and are represented by about 208 species
belonging to 18 genera (Gosse, 1984 and Chapman & Hulen, 2001). Twenty species are
related to genus Mormyrus, only 4 of them are present in the Nile of Egypt (Bishai and
Khalil, 1997). The elephant-snout fish, Mormyrus kannume is the only species found

220

Farrag et al., 2022

downstream in the Nile after the High Dam construction, Aswan, Egypt in 1969 (Mekkawy
and Hassan, 2012). It is widely distributed in Africa; it is found in Uganda, Nigeria, Blue
Nile and Lake Victoria, Lake Kyoga, Lake Albert, Lakes Edwards and George, Tana River,
Athi River and Northern Guaso Nyiro River (Scott, 1974; Bishai & Khalil, 1997 and
Fawole, 2002); and more frequently in Lake Nubia where the largest specimen had reached
130 cm in length (Latif, 1974). In Egypt, M. kannume is known as Anomah Umm Baouez
and found in little quantity in the commercial catch (Bishai and Khalil, 1997; Khallaf and
Authman, 2010, 2012). By the time, the Lake Nasser has been received an attention from
different authorities for conservation and management of the commercial and noncommercial species (Mekkawy, 1998; El-Haweet et al., 2008; El-Far et al., 2020; Jawad et
al., 2021; Farrag et al., 2022a, b). The elephant-snout fish in Lake Nasser has been received
some attentions due to the absence of sufficient data or studies in the lake except little old
works in the lake (El-Etreby, 1985 and Aly, 1993) or it has been mentioned in the recent one
(El-Far et al., 2020). While, there are some studies in the River Nile (Soliman, 1994;
Ahmed, 2007; Khallaf and Authman, 2010; Ragheb, 2016). The recent calls of countries
and authorities towards the attention with the biodiversity and sustainable development, the
elephant-snout fish has been included among specied needs to monitoring in the field and fish
markets.
Growth data can be used to assess the status of a fishery and determine how fisheries
have responded or will respond to exploitation (Zhu et al., 2009; Flinn and Midway 2021).
Growth parameter estimates can be used to compare different populations (or stocks) over
time as a tool to evaluate density-dependence or prey-availability (Farrg et al., 2018;
Mehana et al., 2018; Lauerburg et al., 2018; Khan and Khan 2020; AbouelFadl and
Farrag, 2021; Flinn and Midway 2021). Age estimation within a stock is an essential
resource in the effective management of commercial species, with the estimation of size at
the onset of sexual maturity, which is particularly important in understanding the
reproductive strategy and fitness of a species for reproductive output (McQuaid et al., 2006;
Farrg et al., 2018; Mehana et al., 2018; Lolas and Vafidis 2021). It is possible to determine
the age of fishes with reasonable accuracy by reading the growth rings in hard parts (scale,
otolith, opercular bone, vertebra and cross-section of dorsal or pectoral spine and fin rays). M.
kannume is covered with a smooth shiny skin and lack scales. So that, the opercula and other
hard structures will be effective for age determination. Opercula are often used in age
determination and fisheries studies (Campana 2001 and Panfili et al., 2002), because they
are easily identifiable bones and easy removed without difficulties.
Length–weight relationships of fishes are among the most important biological
parameters in combination with population and environmental parameters as it provides
certain information for conservation of natural populations and fishery management (Hossain
et al., 2013; Farrg et al., 2018; Mehana et al., 2018 and Karuppiah et al., 2021) and also
plays a vital role in morphological comparison of different populations (Gonçalves et al.,
1997 and Kodeeswaran et al., 2020). The condition factor is the index used to understand
maturity, the survival, health status, and reproduction of fish (Le Cren, 1951; Hossain, 2010;
Ahmed et al., 2012), it indicates the quality of a water body and the overall fitness of a
population residence in a specific ecosystem (Tsoumani et al., 2006; Sabbir et al., 2020).
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Due to the insufficient and updated data regarded to Mormyrus kannume in Lake Nasser,
Egypt; the present study aimed to support the information on its age and growth pattern to be
an important addition required in management and conservation of the lake Nasser, Egypt.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Lake Nasser is located at the border of Egypt and Sudan between latitudes 21.8°N to
24.0°N and longitudes 31.3°E to 33.1°E (Fig. 1). A total of 645 specimens of M. kannume
(Fig. 2) were monthly collected from the commercial landing sites (Aswan, Garf Hussein and
Abu Simbel harbours) during the period from November 2017 to December 2018.

Fig. 1. The location of Lake Nasser, Egypt.

Fig. 2. Mormyrus kannume from Lake Nasser, Egypt

The total length (TL) of each specimen was measured to the nearest 0.1 cm and the
total weight (TW) was weighed to the nearest 0.1 g, then it dissected for sex determination.
The length-weight relationship via total length (L) and total weight (W) was estimated using
the formula (Le Cren, 1951): W = aLb, where a is the intercept, and b is the slope of the
relationship. The slope b was used to describe the three types of fish growth in length. If b =
3, the growth is isometric; if b < 3, it is negative allometric; and if b > 3, it is positive
allometric (Froese, 2006). The absolute condition factor was calculated according to Bagenal
and Tesch (1978): Kc= 100 * W/L3.
For age determination, 645 opercula of M. kannume were investigated, they were
removed, cleaned/ boiled to remove the extra of tissue and examined under the microscope
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(Fig. 3).The opercula were used here as it is easy to be removed, easier than otolith and
vertebrae particulary in large specimens and more clear. Moreover, the elephant-snout fish
are covered with a smooth shiny skin and lack scales. The present opercula is a triangleshaped bone that is posterior to the eye and mouth joined to the fish via a balland socket
hinge. This hinge enables the operculum to easily open and close. The removing and
examination of opercula were applied according to protocol of Davies et al. (2015 ). The
annual growt rings. The opaque band is counted as one annulus (one year old). The
determined ages and growth were applied for combined sexes as there were no obvious
differences between males and females during length- weight relationships and conditions.
So, the following growth parameters and population structurs will be calculated for all
population.

Fig. 3. Operculum of M. kannume (45 cm TL; 5 years old) from Lake Nasser, Egypt.

The theoretical growth of M. kannume was described using the von Bertalanffy
(1938) growth model. The length-at-age data of M. kannume from opercula reading was fitted
by using non-linear least-squares conducted through FiSAT II software (Gayanillo et al.,
1993). To estimate the von Bertalanffy growth parameters (L∞, K, and to), the von Bertalanffy
equation: Lt= L∞ [1 − e−K(t − to)] was considered where Lt is the length at age t, L∞ is the
asymptotic length of fish, K is the growth coefficient, and to is the age at which the length is
theoretically zero.
The growth performance index was computed to compare the von Bertalanffy growth
according to the formula of Pauly and Munro (1984) as follows: ϕ = logK + 2logL∞. The
longevity of age (tmax) was estimated using Pauly’s equation (1980) as: tmax = 3/K + to,
where k is the growth coefficient in the von Bertalanffy growth equation. The simple
calculations such as means and standard deviations were applied by Microsoft excel
programme, and SPSS at level of significance (=0.05). While other fisheries sttistics and
outputs were applied by using fisheries programme as FiSAT II as mentioned above.
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RESULTS
1. Length-weight relationship and Condition factor.
The investigated specimens were ranged from 15.3-77.5 cm in total length (TL), and
from 25.2 to 2882.5 g as total weight (g). The length- weight relationships for males, females
and combined sexes of M. kannume were estimated as the following equations: W =
0.0078TL2.9531 (n= 292, r2= 0.9374), W = 0.0079TL2.9553 (n= 345, r2= 0.9527) and W =
0.0081TL2.9453 (n= 645, r2= 0.9565), respectively (Table 1 and Fig. 4). The results showed
that, the exponent "b" of the length- weight relationship ranged between 2.9453 and 2.9583.
The correlation of determination (r2) values ranged between 0.9374 and 0.9565. The values of
exponent "b" of the length weight relationship for males, females and C. sexes of M.
kannume are less than the hypothetical value (H0=3) and indicate a negative allometric mode
of growth (Table 1).From the table, it was noticed that the exponent "b" for males (2.953)
and females (2.955) were very closed.
Table 1. Length-weight relationship of M. kannume during (2017-2018), Lake Nasser, Egypt.
TL (cm)
Sex

n

Min

Max

Mean ± SD

Total weight (g)
Min

Max

Mean ± SD

a

b

r²

Males
292
24.0
77.5
37.6±6.4
86.7 2882.5 386.2±270.6 0.0078 2.9531 0.9374
Females 345
24.0
75.0
35.7±6.9
80.7 2717.8 345.8±283.2 0.0177 2.9553 0.9527
Unsexed
5
15.3
22.3
17.8±2.1
25.2
76.3
40.5±15.8
C. sexes 645
15.3
77.5
36.3±7.0
25.2 2882.5 360.3±278.6 0.0081 2.9453 0.9565
SD: standard deviation, n: number of fish, a: intercept; b: slope, r2: correlation coefficient.

Fig. 4. Length-weight relationship for males, females and C. sexes of M. kannume during (2017-2018)
from Lake Nasser, Egypt.
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The monthly cycle in absolute condition factor (Kc) is represented in Fig. (5). It
shows higher value during February (0.74±0.06) for males and during April (0.72±0.06),
May (0.72±0.09) and July (0.72±0.06) for females. For C. sexes, the highest value was
recorded during February (0.72±0.06). On the opposite trende, the lower Kc values were
found to be during August for males, females and C. sexes, recoded the values (0.61±0.06,
0.62±0.06, 0.62±0.06) respectively. In general, the conditions were located under ―1‖ along
the year for males, femals and C. sexes, where the highest value doesnot exceeds 0.74±0.06.
The annual average of absolute conditions were 0.68±0.072, 0.69±0.70 and 0.68±0.075 for
males, females and C. sexes respectively.

Fig. 5. Monthly variations in absolute condition factor (Kc) for males, females and C. sexes of M.
kannume during (2017-2018) from Lake Nasser, Egypt.

2. Age determination
According to 645 opercula of M. kannume, the maximum life span was calculated as
ten years with mean lengths of 17.3, 26.64, 35.11, 42.98, 49.56, 55.91, 61.5, 65.82, 69.66 and
72.54 cm for the age groups from one to ten, respectively. The determined age and growth
were applied for combined sexes as there were no obvious differences between males and
females during length- weight relationships and conditions. Mean lengths and increment for
each age group of M. kannume was represented in Table (2). The growth in length and
annual increment were represented in Fig. (6).
Table 2. Mean lengths and increment at each age group of M. kannume during (2017-2018) from Lake Nasser,
Egypt estimated by operculum reading.
Length range
Age group No. of Fish
Average Length
±SD
Increment
Min.
Max.
8
15.3
22.3
17.3
1.29
17.3
I
30
21.7
28.5
26.64
3.33
9.34
II
508
29.4
41.9
35.11
0.77
8.47
III
34
42
45
42.98
3.23
7.87
IV
45
43.6
55.2
49.56
0.78
6.58
V
6
55.3
57.5
55.91
1.83
6.35
VI
4
56.5
60.5
61.5
1.89
5.59
VII
4
63
67.5
65.82
0.78
4.32
VIII
2
69.1
70.2
69.66
3.14
3.84
IX
4
70.4
77.5
72.54
3.14
2.88
X
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Fig. 6. Growth in lengths and annual increment of M. kannume during (2017-2018) from Lake Nasser,
Egypt based on operculum reading.

3. Growth parameters.
The growth parameters of von Bertalanffy were fitted to length-at-age data using nonlinear least-squares, which revealed that L∞= 89.91 cm (SE = 5.046 and C.V. = 0.0561), K=
0.16 year-1 (SE = 0.0186 and C.V. = 0.1142) and to= -0.19 year. The von Bertalanffy equation
was rewritten as: Lt = 89.91[1 − e−0.16(t + 0.19)]. The growth curve was represented in Fig. (7).
Length-weight relationship equations were applied to calculate the expected maximum
growth in weight (W∞) which estimated as 4622.2 g. The von Bertalanffy equation
representing these growth parameters was: Wt= 4622.2 [1-e -0.16(t+0.19s)] 2.9453. The growth
performance (ϕ) was 3.22 and potential longevity (tmax) was 18.56 years.

Fig. 7. Growth curve estimated from length-at-age data of M. kannume during (2017-2018) from Lake
Nasser, Egypt.

DISCUSSION
The present study introduces an required scientific addition on the negliged species in
the important lake in Egypt. The elephantfish in lake Nasser was studied via some aspects
that needed for management and conservation as the current goals of all countries for
biodiversity and sustanaible developments. The length–weight relationship in fish is affected
by many factors such as season, habitat, maturity, sex, diet and annual variations in
environmental conditions (Hossain et al., 2013; Karuppiah et al., 2021). Fish can attain
either isometric or allometric growth (Gayanilo and Pauly 1997; Sarkar et al., 2013).
Isometric growth (b= 3) indicates that both length and weight of the fish are increasing at the
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same rate. Allometric growth can be either positive or negative. Positive allometric (b>3)
implies that the fish becomes stouter or heavier its length increases, while at the negative
allometric (b<3), the fish becomes slender or lighter as its length increases (Gayanilo and
Pauly 1997; Zafar et al., 2003; Ogunola et al., 2018; Famoofo and Abdul 2020).
In the present study, the analysis of length- weight relationships for males, females
and C. sexes of M. kannume ranged between 2.945 and 2.955 and are significantly (p<0.05)
less than the hypothetical value (H0=3) and indicate a negative allometric mode of growth.
This observation agrees with that reported previously by Soliman (1994) for the same
population of M. kannume, from Nile at Sohag, Egypt; while it differed those reported from
Bahr Shebeen Nilotic Canal (Khallaf and Authman, 2010), Damietta branch, Egypt
(Ragheb, 2016) and Upper Victoria Nile (Bassa et al., 2018). The present finding also agrees
with the negative allometric growth (used standard length) reported by El-Etreby (1985) in
Lake Nasser, Egypt; Aly (1993) in High Dam reservoir, Egypt and Ahmed (2007) in Nile at
Assiut, Egypt (Table, 3). These variations in the growth pattern of M. kannume between the
present results in Lake Nasser and other different regions of the Nile are possibly due to
several factors, including seasonal influences, habitat type, sex, gonad development, health,
preservation procedures, food availability, and the varying ranges of observed lengths of
captured specimens (Bagenal & Tesch 1978; Froese, 2006 and Soykan et al., 2020). Others
have stated that the exponent "b" of the length–total weight relationship was influenced by
gear selectivity and craft operation; fishing location, seasonality of fishery, sex, maturity
stages and feeding habitat (Kipling, 1962; Matos et al., 2019; Kannan et al., 2021).
In fisheries science, the condition factor is used to compare the fatness or
wellbeing of fish (Ahmed et al., 2012; Famoofo and Abdul, 2020). The condition
factor of 1.0 or greater indicates the good condition of fish while less than 1.0 shows
bad condition (Abobi, 2015; Ogunola et al., 2018). In the present study, the highest
values were recorded during February for males and during April, May and July for
females which are the months of spawning where the most population possesses
ripe testes and ovaries. It is worthy that, the condition factors of M. kannume from
lake Nasser were generally less than ―1.0‖ and lower than those reported by
different authors (Table 3), this may indicates the the unusuall condition expected
for species from such good quality lake in comparing with other poor ares bad
condition of fish, this result agrees with Khallaf and Authman (2010) in Bahr
Shebeen Nilotic Canal. The condition of M. kannume from the River Nile at Sohag,
Egypt (Soliman, 1994), in High Dam reservoir (Aly, 1993) and in Nile at Assiut,
Egypt (Ahmed, 2007) is better than the condition of M. kannume in Lake Nasser in
the present study. These differences in conditions from different regions might be
attributed to influencing by season, sex, food organism consumed by fish, age of
fish, amount of fat reserved (Bagenal and Tesch 1978; Anene, 2005; Edah et al.,
2010; Muchlisin et al., 2017; Jisr et al., 2018). Moreover, the decrease in
conditions may due to use of total wight instead of gutted weight to avoid any bias
due to ripe gonads weight and food intensity as supported by Farrag (2010)

227

Age and growth of Mormyrus kannume from Lake Nasser

The life span of M. kannume from Lake Nasser was determined by opercula and
reached to 10 years at 72.54 cm TL, with mean lengths of 17.3, 26.64, 35.11, 42.98, 49.56,
55.91, 61.5, 65.82, 69.66 and 72.54 cm for the age groups from one to ten, respectively. The
rapid growth in the first year of life was reported, then the rate of growth slows down. The
maximum recorded age was different from different locations (Table 3), it reached 10 years
at 71.50 cm SL from Lake Nasser (El-Etreby, 1985), 8 years at 45.95 cm SL from Bahr
Shebeen Nilotic Canal, Egypt (Khallaf and Authman, 2010), 7 years at 61.99 cm SL from
the High Dam reservoir (Aly, 1993), 6 years at 41.99 cm SL in the Nile at Assiut (Ahmed,
2007), 5 years at 36.45 cm SL in Damietta branch of Nile (Ragheb, 2016) and 10 years at
72.54 cm TL in the present study from the Lake Nasser, Egypt . The table illustrated that the
present study from lake Nasser and that by El-Etreby (1985) gave the higher life span than
those reported in othe areas.This might due to the higher length range used for samples from
lake Nasser. However, the higher length range combined with higher life span indicated that
lake Nasser is still in good status at least for present species which usually not included as
targets for several fishermen.
Table 3. Lif span of M. kannume per year from different regions using different methods (V=5; X=10; VI=6;
VII=7; VIII=8)
Author

Location

a

b

r2

Kc

Length
range

Age
Methods
(year)

(cm)

0.037

El-Etreby (1985)

Lake Nasser, Egypt

Aly (1993)

High Dam reservoir, Egypt

0.013

Soliman (1994)

Nile at Sohag, Egypt

Ahmed (2007)

Nile at Assiut, Egypt

2.655 ----

---

19.88-76

X

------

2.938 0.992 1.07

15.8-64.07 VII

-----

0.012

2.934 0.998 0.97

--------

----

-----

0.020

2.802 0.960 0.99

18 - 48
(SL)

VI

Vertebrae

VIII

(♂)

15-57

Khallaf and Authman (2010)

Bahr Shebeen Nilotic
Canal

0.0070

3.033 0.998 0.70

Khallaf and Authman (2012)

Nile Delta Canal, Egypt.

----

-----

29-53

VII

Vertebrae

Mekkawy and Hassan (2012)

Nile, Egypt

----

-----

16-47

VI

Vertebrae

Damietta branch of Nile,
Egypt
Upper Victoria Nile

0.0060

3.063 0.997 0.76

14-43

V

Vertebrae

0.0001

3.000 0.938

-----

0.0078

2.9531 0.9374

0.0079

2.9553 0.9527

0.0081

2.9453 0.9565 0.68
(C.sex)

Bassa et al. (2018)

Present study

Lake Nasser, Egypt

1.06

---

Vertebrae

-----

0.68

(♂)
0.69

(♀)

15.3-77.5

X

The von Bertalanffy growth parameters were estimated and compared with those of
other authors from different localities (Table 4). The present growth parameter (L∞) of M.

Operculum

Ragheb (2016)

VII
(♀)
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kannume was estimated as 89.91 cm which is greater than that obtained by Ahmed (2007) in
Nile at Assiut, Egypt (L∞ = 67.94 cm), Khallaf and Authman (2010) in Bahr Shebeen
Nilotic Canal (L∞= 77.91 cm), Ragheb (2016) in Damietta branch of Nile Egypt (L∞= 80.65
cm) and Bassa et al. (2018) in Upper Victoria Nile (L∞= 73.50 cm) but it was less than those
reported by El-Etreby (1985) from Lake Nasser, Egypt (L∞= 156.26 cm) and Aly (1993)
from High Dam reservoir, Egypt (L∞ = 96.10 cm).
The present growth coefficient (K) was 0.16 which is higher than those reported for
the same fish in Lake Nasser, Egypt (El-Etreby, 1985), High Dam reservoir, Egypt (Aly,
1993), Nile at Assiut, Egypt (Ahmed, 2007), Bahr Shebeen Nilotic Canal (Khallaf and
Authman 2010), Damietta branch of Nile, Egypt (Ragheb, 2016) and Upper Victoria Nile
(Bassa et al., 2018) indicating that the growth rate of M. kannume in Lake Nasser (present
study) is faster than that M. kannume in above mentioned regions. This was attributed to that,
the Lake Nasser has good water quality and relative nutrient abundance, providing good
conditions for its fishes (El Far et al., 2018 and Abdellatif et al., 2021). The fluctuation in
growth parameters for M. kannume from different areas, and even from the same area, were
observed in other fishes and that can be due to food composition and availability and
environmental conditions, especially prevailing temperatures (Bruton, 1990), or may
attributed to difference in length range, the method used to evaluate asympotitic length,
number of specimens and growth in length in relation to specifity to age groups which play a
role in growth parameters investigation (Farrg et al., 2015).
Table 4. Growth parameters, maximum age, length- weight relationship and condition factor of M. kannume in
different regions.
Author
El-Etreby (1985)
Aly (1993)

Location
Lake Nasser, Egypt
High Dam reservoir,
Egypt
Nile at

K

to

tmax

W∞

Ø

0.061 156.26 -1.137 48.04 24927 3.17
96.10 0.029 20.44 8482 3.130
0.147
----

Soliman (1994)

L∞

-----

----

67.94

----

-----

-----

-0.836 19.43

2683

2.830

77.91

-0.909 22.35

6050

2.80

80.65

-0.271 21.01

4151

2.96

73.50

-0.026 21.40

4200

2.88

89.91

-0.190 18.56

4622.2 3.11

Sohag, Egypt
Nile at Assiut, Egypt

0.148

Bahr Shebeen Nilotic
Canal
Damietta branch of Nile,
Egypt

0.129

Bassa et al. (2018)

Upper Victoria Nile

0.140

Present study

Lake Nasser, Egypt

0.160

Ahmed (2007)
Khallaf and Authman (2010)
Ragheb (2016)

0.141

Growth performance indices used to compare the fish species from different localities
and/or other species in the same area (Pauly and Munro, 1984). By comparing the present
results with those in previous studies (Table 4), it was concluded that the Lake Nasser fishing
ground showed the better growth performance for M. kannume growth than those reported by
Ahmed (2007) from the River Nile at Assiut, Khallaf and Authman, (2010) fromBahr
Shebeen Nilotic Canal, Ragheb, (2016) from Damietta branch of Nile, Egypt and from Upper
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Victoria Nile (Bassa et al., 2018). This criterion may be confirmed by the presence of present
Longevity (t max) as smaller than those obtained by above montioned authors for the same
species from other areas. However, it was slightly lower than those reported previously from
Lake Nasser, Egypt (El-Etreby, 1985) and High Dam reservoir, Egypt (Aly, 1993), this
decrease is not obvious but recommends the need to continous monitoring. Generally, it
indicated that the lake Nasser and extended closed regions still have good growth
performance better than other areas.
CONCLUSION
Inspite of the presence of negative allometric growth combined with lower value of
conditions than ―1‖ which may affected by food and spawning, the others such as aging,
growth performance and age longivity have reflected satisfied growth pattern of M. kannume
from Lake Nasser, Egypt and are valuable for creating a monitoring and management system
for this species in Lake Nasser recommending its conservation with require to more studies.
REFERENCES
Abdellatif, M.; Mohammed-AbdAllah, E.; AbouelFadl, Kh. Y. and Osman, A. G. (2021).
Age and growth of Chrysichthys auratus (Geoffroy 1809) (Family: Claroteidae) from
Lake Nasser, Egypt. Egypt. J. Aquat. Res., In press.
AbouelFadl, Kh. Y. and Farrag, M. M. S. (2021). Biology and population dynamics of the
freshwater puffer fish, Tetraodon lineatus (Linnaeus, 1758), from the River Nile, Egypt.
Egypt. J. Aquat. Res., 47: 75-80.
Abobi, S. M. (2015). Weight-length models and relative condition factors of nine (9)
freshwater fish species from the Yapei stretch of the White Volta, Ghana. Elixir Appl.
Zool., 79: 30427-30431
Ahmed, A. A.H. (2007). Studies on population dynamics of two freshwater fish species:
synodontis schall and Mormyrus kannume from the Nile at Assiut, Egypt (M.Sc.
thesis). Assiut Univ., Egypt, p. 212
Ahmed, Z.F.; Hossain, M.Y. and Ohtomi, J. (2012). Modeling the growth of silver hatchet
chela, Chela cachius (Cyprinidae) from the Old Brahmaputra River in Bangladesh using
multiple functions. Zoological Studies. 51: 336-344.
Aly, A. M. (1993). Biological studies on mormyrid fishes of the High Dam reservoir. M. Sc.
Thesis, Fac. Sci. Aswan, Assiut University, Egypt, 101pp
Anene, A. (2005). Condition factor of four Cichlid species of a man-made lake in Imo State,
Southeastern Nigeria. Turk. J. Fish. Aquat. Sci., 5 (1):43-47.
Bagenal, T. and Tesch, F. (1978). Age and Growth. In: Methods for Assessment of Fish
Production in Fresh Waters. Ed. T. Bagenal. Blackwell Scientific Publications, Oxford
Bassa, S.; Owiti, D.O.; Getabu, A.; Nakiyende, H.; Balirwa, J.S.; Nkalubo, W.J.;
Natugonza, V.; Mbabazi, D. and Taabu, A. M. (2018). Effects of exploitation

230

Farrag et al., 2022

pressures and river damming on the population structure of elephant snout fish
(Mormyrus kannume) Forsskal 1775: A Case Study on the Upper Victoria Nile. Uganda
J. Agricult. Sci., 18 (1): 15-31.
Bishai, H. M. and Khalil, M. T. (1997). Freshwater fishes of Egypt, Egyptian Environmental
Affairs Agency.
Bruton, M. N. (1990). The conservation of alternative life-history styles: a conclusion to the
second ALHS volume. Environ. Biol. Fishes, 28:309-313.
Campana, S. E. (2001). Accuracy, precision and quality control in age determination,
including a review of the use and abuse of age validation methods. J. Fish. biol., 59(2):
197-242.
Chapman, L. J. and Hulen, K. G. (2001). Implications of hypoxia for the brain size and gill
morphometry of mormyrid fishes. J. Zool., 254 (4): 461-472.
Davies, J.; Persons, W.; Morgan, C.; Liao, H.; Jones, C.; Bobko, S.; Eric Robillard, E.;
Underkoffler, K.; Gilmore, j. and Roberts, A. (2015). Protocol Preparation of
Opercula for Age Estimation of Tautog Tautoga onitis Center for Quantitative Fisheries
Ecology.
Edah, B. A.; Akande, A. O.; Ayo-Olalusi, C. and Olusola, A. (2010). Computed the wet
weight-dry weight relationship of Oreochromis niloticus (Tilapia). Inter. J. Food
Safety, 12: 109-116.
El-Etreby, S. G. (1985). Biological studies on Mormyrus kannume Forsk. in Lake Nasser. I.
Distribution, Age, Growth and Breeding. First Inter. Conf. Applied Sci., Zagazig
University, Egypt, 30 March-1 April 4: 93-120.
El Far, A.; Walid, E.; El-Haweet, A.E.; Nasr-Allah, A.M. and Charo-Karisa, H.C.
(2018). Stock assessment of the Lake Nasser fishery: policy brief for better resource
use.
El-Far, A.; Aly, W.; El-Haweet, A.; Nasr-Allah, A. and Karisa, H. (2020). Fisheries
management based on gear selectivity of a tropical reservoir, Lake Nasser, Egypt.
Egypt. J. Aquat. Res., 46 (1): 71–77.
El-Haweet, A.; Adam, E.; Sangq, Y. and El-Far, A. (2008). Assessment of Lake Nasser
fisheries. Egypt. J. Aquat. Res., 34: 285–298.
Farrag, M. M. S. (2010). Fisheries and Biological studies on Lessepsian pufferfish,
Lagocephalus sceleratus (Gmelin, 1789) (Family: Tetraodontidae) in the Egyptian
Mediterranean Waters. Ph.D thesis, Zool. Depart., Fac. Sci., Al-Azhar Univ., Assiut,
Egypt.
Farrag, M.M.S.; El-Haweet, A.A.K.; Akel, E. Kh. A. and Moustafa, M. A. (2015). Stock
Status of Puffer Fish Lagocephalus sceleratus (Gmelin, 1789) Along the Egyptian
Coast, Eastern Mediterranean Sea. Americ. J. Life Sci., Special Issue: New Horizons
in Basic and Applied Zool. Res., 3 (1-6): 83-93.

Age and growth of Mormyrus kannume from Lake Nasser

231

Farrag, M. M. S.; AboulFadl, Kh.Y.; Al-Absawy, A. N.; Mohamed M.M.; Toutou, M.
M.M. and El-Haweet, A. A. (2018). Fishery biology of lessepsian immigrant
Squirrelfishes Sargocentron rubrum (Forsskål, 1775), eastern Mediterranean Sea,
Egypt. Egypt. J. Aquat. Res., 44 : 307–313.
Farrag, M. M. S.; El-Far, A. M.; Aly, W.; AbouelFadl, Kh. Y.; Nasr-Allah, A. M.; ElGeddawy, M. M. A. and Charo-Karisa, H. (2022a). Nutritional values v.s toxicity
assessment of pufferfish, Tetraodon lineatus (Linnaeus, 1758), from Nasser Lake,
Egypt. Egypt. J. Aquat. Res., 48 (1): 53-59.
Farrag, M. M. S.; Jawad, L. A. and Park, J. M. (2022b). Baseline morphological study of
the dorsal fin spine of some catfish species collected from the Nile River and Lake
Nasser, Egypt. Acta Sci. Anatom. Brasil., (in press)
Famoofo, O. O. and Abdul, W. O. (2020). Biometry, condition factors and length-weight
relationships of sixteen fish species in Iwopin fresh-water ecotype of Lekki Lagoon,
Ogun State, Southwest Nigeria. Heliyon, 6(1):02957
Fawole, O. O. (2002). Morphometry and diet of Mormyrus rume in the Lekki lagoon,
Nigeria. Rev. Boil. Trop., 50(2): San Jose´ jun
Flinn, S. A. and Midway, S. R. (2021). Trends in growth modeling in fisheries science.
Fishes., 6 (1): 1.
Froese, R. (2006). Cube law, condition factor and weight–length relationships: history,
meta‐ analysis and recommendations. J. Applied Ichthyol., 22(4): 241-253.
Gayanilo, F. and Pauly, D. (1997). FAO-ICLARM Stock Assessment tools: Reference
Manual.
Gayanilo, F. C.; Sparre, P. and Pauly, D. (1993). The FiSAT User's guide. FAO
Computerized Information Series Fisheries. 99, ICLARM, DIFMAR, Rome.
Gonçalves, J. M. S.; Bentes, L.; Lino, P.G.; Ribeiro, J.; Canario, A.V. and Erzini, K.
(1997). Weight-length relationships for selected fish species of the small-scale demersal
fisheries of the south and south-west coast of Portugal. Fish. Res., 30 (3): 253-256.
Gosse, J. (1984). Sur une méthode analytique de résolution de la conduction thermique dans
les murs composites. International journal of heat and mass transfer, 27(9): 1533-1538.
Hossain, M. Y. (2010). Length-weight, length-length relationships and condition factor of
three schibid catfishes from the Padma River, northwestern Bangladesh. Asian Fish.
Soci., 23: 329-339.
Hossain, M.; Arefin, M.; Mohmud, M.; Hossain, M.; Jewel, M.; Rahman, M.; Ahamed,
F.; Ahmed, Z. and Ohtomi, J. (2013). Length‐ weight relationships, condition factor,
gonadosomatic index‐ based size at first sexual maturity, spawning season and
fecundity of Spidoparia morar (Cyprinidae) in the Jamuna River (Brahmaputra River
distributary), northern Bangladesh. J. Applied Ichthyol., 29(5): 1166-1169.

232

Farrag et al., 2022

Jawad, L. A.; Farrag, M. M. S. and Park, J. M. (2021). Interspecific and intraspecific
differences in pectoral-fins spine morphology in Nile River and Lake Nasser catfishes,
Siluriformes. Proceedings of the Zoological Institute RAS, 325 (3): 308–322.
Jisr, N.; Younes, G.; Sukhn, C. and El-Dakdouki, M. H. (2018). Length-weight
relationships and relative condition factor of fish inhabiting the marine area of the
Eastern Mediterranean city, Tripoli-Lebanon. The Egypt. J. Aquat. Res., 44(4):299305.
Kannan, K.; Kodeeswaran, P.; Kumar, R.; Krishnamoorthy, M.; Dharmaraj, D. and
Ethiraj, K. (2021). Length‐ weight relationship of coral reef‐ associated fishes from
Gulf of Mannar and Palk Bay, Southeast Coast of India. J. Applied Ichthyol., 37(1): 162164.
Karuppiah, K.; Sekar, S.; Rajendran, K.; Karuthapandian, K.; Marimuthu, P. N. and
Ethiraj, K. (2021). Length‐ weight relationship of six demersal fish species from Gulf
of Mannar, Bay of Bengal, Eastern Indian Ocean. J. Applied Ichthyol., 37(2):367-369.
Khallaf, E. A. H. and Authman, M. M. N. (2010). Some biological aspects of the Nile
Mormyrid Fish, Mormyrus kannume (Forsskål, 1775) from Bahr Shebeen Nilotic
Canal, Egypt. World J. Fish and Mar. Sci., 2 (5): 357-375.
Khallaf, E. and Authman, M. (2012). Interaction of the mormyrid fish Mormyrus kannume
(Forsskål, 1775) reproduction and feeding intensity with the environment in a Nile
Delta Canal, Egypt. Egyptian J. Aquat. Biol. and Fish, 16(1):73-94.
Khan, S. and Khan, M. A. (2020). Importance of age and growth studies in fisheries
management. In Reviewed Proceedings of National Seminar on NGSV. Next
Generation Sciences: Vision (pp. 194-201).
Kipling, C. (1962). The use of the scales of the brown trout (Salmo trutta L.) for the backcalculation of growth. ICES J. Mar. Sci., 27(3): 304-315.
Kodeeswaran, P.; Jayakumar, N.; SriHari, M.; Durairaja, R.; Praveenraj, J.; Abarna,
K. and Moulitharan, N. (2020). Length‐ weight relationship of seven bycatch fish
species caught along the Chennai coast, Bay of Bengal, Eastern Indian Ocean. J.
Applied Ichthyol., 36 (2): 246-248.
Latif, A. F. A. (1974). Fisheries of Lake Nasser. Aswan Regional Planning, Lake Nasser
Development Centre, Aswan, Egypt, p. 235
Lauerburg, R.; Temming, A.; Pinnegar, J.; Kotterba, P.; Sell, A.; Kempf, A. and
Floeter, J. (2018). Forage fish control population dynamics of North Sea whiting
Merlangius merlangus. Mar. Ecol. Progress Series., 594: 213-230.
Le Cren, E. D. (1951). The length-weight relationship and seasonal cycle in gonad weight
and condition in the perch (Perca fluviatilis). J. Anim. Ecol., 20: 201-219.
Lolas, A. and Vafidis, D. (2021). Population Dynamics, Fishery, and Exploitation Status of
Norway Lobster (Nephrops norvegicus) in Eastern Mediterranean. Water, 13(3): 289.

Age and growth of Mormyrus kannume from Lake Nasser

233

Matos, I. S.; Menor, I.O.; Rifai, S.W. and Rosado, B.H.P. (2019). Deciphering the
stability of grassland productivity in response to rainfall manipulation
experiments. Global Ecolo. Biogeogr., 29: 558-572. https://doi.org/10.1111/geb.13039
Mekkawy, I. (1998). Fish stock assessment of Lake Nasser, Egypt with emphasis on the
fisheries of Oreochromis niloticus and Sarotherodon galilaeus. J. Egyptian-German
Soci. Zool., 35 (B), 283–404.
Mekkawy, I. A. and Hassan, A. A. (2012). Reproductive characteristics of the elephantsnout fish Mormyrus kannume Forsskål, 1775 from the Nile, Egypt. J. Biol. Sci., 12(1):
15-24.
McQuaid, N.; Briggs, R. and Roberts, D. (2006). Estimation of the size of onset of sexual
maturity in Nephrops norvegicus (L.). Fish. Res., 81 (1): 26-36.
Mehana, S.; Osman, A. G.; Farrag, M. M. S. and Abdelmaksoud Y. A. (2018). Age and
growth of three common species of goatfish exploited by artisanal fishery in Hurghada
fishing area, Egypt. J. Applied Ichthiol., 34: 917–921.
Muchlisin, Z. A.; Fransiska, V.; Muhammadar, A. A.; Fauzi, M. and Batubara, A. S.
(2017). Length-weight relationships and condition factors of the three dominant species
of marine fishes caught by traditional beach trawl in Ulelhee Bay, Banda Aceh City,
Indonesia. Croatian J. Fish., 75 (3): 142-154.
Ogunola, O. S.; Onada, O. A. and Falaye, A. E. (2018). Preliminary evaluation of some
aspects of the ecology (growth pattern, condition factor and reproductive biology) of
African pike, Hepsetus odoe (Bloch 1794), in Lake Eleiyele, Ibadan, Nigeria. Fish.
Aquat. Sci., 21(1): 1-15.
Panfili, J.; de Pontual, H.; Troadec, H. and Wrigh, P. J. (2002). Manual of Fish
Sclerochronology. Brest, France: Ifremer-lRD coedition, 464 p.
Pauly, D. (1980). A Selection of Simple Methods for the Assessments of Tropical Fish
Stocks, FAO.
Pauly, D. and Munro, J. L. (1984). Once more on the comparison of growth in fish and
invertebrates. Fishbyte, 2 (1): 1-21.
Pouladi, P.; Afshar, A.; Molajou, A. and Afshar, M. H. (2020). Socio-hydrological
framework for investigating farmers’ activities affecting the shrinkage of Urmia Lake;
hybrid data mining and agent-based modelling. Hydrol. Sci. J., 65 (8): 1249-1261.
Ragheb, E. (2016). Growth pattern and natural mortality of elephant fishes (Mormyrus
kannume, Mormyridae) in the Damietta branch of Nile, Egypt. Egypt. J. Aquat. Res., 42
(2): 161-168.
Sabbir, W.: Hossain, M.: Rahman, M.: Hasan, M.,: Mawa, Z.; Tanjin, S., ... and
Ohtomi, J. (2020). First report on condition factor of Panna heterolepis (Trewavas,
1977) in the Bay of Bengal (southwestern Bangladesh) in relation to eco-climatic
factors. Egypt. J. Aquat. Biol. Fish., 24 (2): 591-608.

234

Farrag et al., 2022

Santos, H. L.; Santana, F. S.; Gonçalves, F. D.; Deda, M. S.; Carvalho, A. S.; Paixão, P.
E. and Abe, H. A. (2022). Length-weight relationship and condition factor of the nine
fish species of bycatch from Northeast Brazilian Coast. Aceh J. Animal Sci., 7 (1): 1215.
Sarkar, U.; Khan, G.; Dabas, A.; Pathak, A.; Mir, J.; Rebello, S.; Pal, A. and Singh, S.
(2013). Length weight relationship and condition factor of selected freshwater fish
species found in River Ganga, Gomti and Rapti, India. J. Environ. Biol., 34 (5): 951.
Scott, D. B. C. (1974). The reproductive cycle of Mormyrus kannume Forsk.
(Osteoglossomorpha, Mormyriformes) in Lake Victoria, Uganda. J. Fish Biol., 6 (4):
447-454
Soliman, F. M. (1994). Studies on some biological aspects of Mormyrus kannume, Forskal in
the River Nile at Sohag Governorate, Upper Egypt. Bull. Fac. Sci., Assiut Univ., Egypt.
23 (2-E): 83-99
Soykan, O.; Gülşahin, A. and Cerim, H. (2020). Contribution to some biological aspects of
invasive marbled spinefoot (Siganus rivulatus, Forsskål 1775) from the Turkish coast
of southern Aegean Sea. J. Mar. Biol. Associ. United Kingdom, 100(3): 453-460.
Tsoumani, M.; Liasko, R.; Moutsaki, P.; Kagalou, I. and Leonardos, I. (2006). Lengthweight relationships of an invasive cyprinid fish (Carassius gibelio) from 12 Greek lakes
in relation to their trophic states. J. Appl. Ichthyol., 22: 281-284.
Zafar, M.; Mussaddeq, Y.; Akhter, S.,and& Sultan, A. (2003). Weight—length and
Condition Factor Relationship of Thaila, Carla calla. Pakistan J. Biol. Sci.,. 6 (17):
1532-1534.
Zhu, L., Li, L. and Liang, Z. (2009). Comparison of six statistical approaches in the
selection of appropriate fish growth models. Chinese J. Oceanol. Limnol., 27 (3): 457.

