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ABSTRACT. 
ooplankton community of Lake Burullus was surveyed for four 

successive   seasons   during   2001/2002.   Forty   eight   species   of 

zooplankton were identified during the present study in the Lake (34 

Rotifera, 7 Copepoda and 7 Cladocera). Rotifera dominated the other 

groups forming 73.5 % of total zooplankton. 

Decreasing of salinity and dominating of drainage water in Lake Burullus 

during the last two decades led to change in species composition and bio-

diversity of zooplankton. There was no sign of occurrence of 10 marine 

species which have been previously recorded in the lake during early 

1980's. But, on the other hand, 18 freshwater species have been recorded 

for the first time in the lake. 

The population density of zooplankton was obviously higher in western 

part of the lake, with a major peak of an average 1,764,333 org. m"
3
 . 

Regarding seasonal variation, there was a gradual increase in zooplankton 

standing crop from a minimum of 523,300 org. m" in autumn until 

reaching a maximum of 1,353,182 org.m"
3
 in summer, with an overall 

average of 902,911 org.m"
3
. 
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